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TEAM WORK A group photo of the Big Clean team and other people who joined in

Mean, keen cleaning team
By OLIVIA DICKINSON
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk

TWO schools were recently
united in their efforts to clean
up their local environment.

Yarlside and St George’s C of E
Primary School both committed to
taking part in the Evening Mail Big
Clean. After a successful clean up by
Yarlside School, children from St
George’s were enthusiastic to clean
up their local park in Church Street,
Barrow.
They all had their own shirts to
wear proudly as they cleaned. Within minutes, their first bag was full,
showing that too much discarded
waste was being left on the floor as a
safety hazard.
Twelve companies sponsored the
event, agreeing the state of the park
needed to be improved for children to
play safely.
We phoned Centrica Energy, and
talked to Ross. We asked him two
vital questions and got back extremely good answers. We asked:
“Why did you sponsor the Big
Clean?”
His reply was short, based on that
he and his company are proud of
Barrow, and when they see
something which isn’t as beautiful
as the rest of the town, they decide
something needs to be done.
We asked: “Does it upset you that
the park isn’t as clean as you want it
to be?” His reply was similar to his
previous answer, although he added:
“And it is also close to a primary
school, which is a safety hazard to
their health.”
He finished the phone call with a
proud thank you, and we were very
pleased to speak to him. The Big
Clean went marvellously and now,
thanks to St George’s, it is a safer
place for the children to play in!

BAGS OF FUN Hayleigh Carswell, Olivia Dickinson and Katie Deelay proudly display their rubbish. Olivia said she really enjoyed speaking to
the local neighbours and making their local park clean
AMELIA SMITH
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Clean-up

Parents astonished at
‘disgraceful’ local park
By ANTHONY MORLEY
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk

ST GEORGE’S had a Big
Clean day at a park that has
been
vandalised
with
rubbish left everywhere.
St George’s cleaned this
park and men walked by
and
people
asked
questions.
One responded by saying:
“If I ever drop rubbish it
would only be an accident.”
Meanwhile, some parents
wanted the opportunity to

clean up the park, which
was brilliant.
People think the park was
disgraceful. Rubbish was
everywhere but about an
hour and 30 minutes
later the park was really
clean.
These were the items
found; a bike rack, a wheel
and there were all sorts at
the park, like metal,
smashed glass bottles and
dangerous stuff.
A girl called Charley
found patches of fake
blood.

CAMPAIGN Above, piles of rubbish collected by
more than 40 children at St George’s C of E
Primary School during their Big Clean at Church
Street park. Right, parents were involved in the
school’s Big Clean
ELLIE WEBSTER/ ELLIE STRICKLAND

Rubbish

Questionnaires handed
out in school Big Clean
By CORDELIA
CAPOVILA
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk

DURING the Big Clean we
went around houses to hand
out
questionnaires
and
people answered them.
The graphic, far right,
explains how which type of
rubbish is the worst according to people living nearby.
Just before the Big Clean we
called Yarlside School and
asked a Year Five pupil about
their Big Clean.
She said: “Year Five have
cleaned all around and we
collected cans, paper and
bottles.”

COLLECTED A disgraceful amount
of rubbish and lots of strange items
were picked up such as a bike tyre,
bike rack, coats and cigarettes
CHARLY PAVETT

Teamwork

Neighbours disgusted at Church Street mess
By GAVIN RICHARDS
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk

ST GEORGE’S C of E Primary
School had a Big Clean at our
local play park.
Some reporters went round
knocking on doors and handing
out questionnaires.
One man said he would drop
litter, but only by accident. Another comment to add to this is a
woman said she takes her daughter to the park very often but the
bin is always full.
Most people agree that children
should have been brought up not
to drop litter but one man said we
should be educated in school to
not drop litter.
One of the main problems is
some children have so much fun
when they leave the park they
forget their coat/jumper.
One woman said she wouldn’t
do anything if she saw someone
vandalise the park because she
was afraid it would cause trouble.
A very interested man said children nowadays don’t appreciate
our lovely park.
“There should be an age limit.”
one man said. Many people agree
but it’s not all teenagers who
vandalise, this is what makes the
job even harder. A man said he
wishes the park could be better
because children can’t play in it.
A man claimed it might be
seagulls that litter but it’s been
confirmed that teenagers are going in the park at night and ripping up the floor.

BUSY Jamie Garret and Maddie Clarke, both from Year Four. Both girls said it was
great fun and they would love to do it again. The one thing Jamie would change would
be to have more bins to help stop people dropping litter. She finished off by saying: “I
have made a big difference because the park is now clean and looks good.” Maddie
said that it was great fun and she would like to do it again. The thing Maddie would
like to change is that she would like more equipment and to have more bins. She said
that she has made a difference because she has cleaned it and it’s nice and tidy
CHLOE SIM

PARTNERS IN GRIME Kirsten Barbour and Tyler
Gutkowski working together on the Big Clean. Tyler said
that they found cans, sweet packets and even an old bike
tyre
LAKOTA ROSS
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Coffee morning

SERVICE WITH A SMILE A Macmillan coffee morning was held at St George’s C of E Primary School. The school’s press team covered the event. Macmillan benefits adviser Lucy
Mayou is served tea and cake by the editors of the school’s press team, Hayleigh Carswell and Tyler Gutkowski
LINDSEY DICKINGS REF: 50068451B000

Children raising mega
money for Macmillan
By AIDAN HERRON and
KATIE DEELAY
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk

DURING the coffee morning hosted by children
and the PTA from St
George’s C of E Primary
School,
many
people
offered kind words and
praise for our efforts.

Headteacher of St George’s,
Elaine Kent, said: “I am amazed
by how many people have
come.”
We believe more than 200
people attended. They helped
us raise £650 for Macmillan
Cancer Support.
The amount of cakes and biscuits on sale was huge. Parents
and staff at St George’s were
extremely generous with their
donations and the nursery had
baked all week to ensure there
were enough cakes for everyone.
To name a few, there were
Maltesers cakes, creamy cup
cakes, marshmallow squares,
scones and crunchy biscuits.
But there were a few disagree-

ments about the tastiest cake!
Mrs Ellis said: “The cakes all
look so fantastic but my favourite is the fruit cake.”
The jelly sweet cakes were a
popular favourite among lots of
children.
Year Six pupils were able to
practise their skills in making
cups of tea and serving visitors.
In the afternoon, they were rewarded for their efforts with a
cream cake from the PTA. Staff
from St George’s enjoyed their
tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits.
Teacher Mrs Gwynne said: “I
am really enjoying myself and
Year Six is doing a great job.”
Mrs Stephenson, a member of
St George’s staff, said: “The
cakes are delicious and the parents and other helpers have
done a really good job.”
Mrs Grierson, also a member
of staff, said: “Year Six has done
a great job. Well done!”
The mum of Year Three pupil,
Ellie May, said: “It is a fantastic
morning and Year Six is doing
an amazing job.”
Laura Hoyland also said we
were doing a brilliant job and
we had made the best cakes.

TIME OUT Staff from St George’s C of E Primary School. From left, Mrs Gwynne, Mrs Stephenson, Mrs Wood
and Mrs Grierson
JACK CLARKE
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Fundraiser

VOLUNTEER Mrs Burns said she was really enjoying herself. Her favourite cake was
a scone with jam and cream on it
LEWIS BURGESS

Good cause

‘Queen of Hearts’ enjoys jam tarts
By REGAN COTTON
office@stgeorges
.cumbria.sch.uk

TREATS Everyone loved all the delicious cakes and biscuits. Lots of people fancied a cup
of tea or coffee. When we asked people questions no one said that they did not like it, for
example. Brett Brook’s mum, Kali Brook, was impressed by the support for the event and
the turnout
BEN HILL

Guests tuck in to delicious delights
By NATHAN KITCHIN
office@stgeorges
.cumbria.sch.uk

ON September 26, Year Six
and their school council
hosted a special coffee
morning to raise muchneeded money for Macmillan Cancer Support.
We were amazed that we
managed to raise £650 from
selling cakes, making coffee
and hosting games, a raffle,
a guess the teddy bear’s

name contest and a competition to guess the number of
Smarties in a jar.
The coffee morning lasted
three hours and we were
busy the whole time. In fact,
we were packed and we
sold
nearly
all
our
cakes and biscuits.
It was a really good morning because we were helping other people and it
brought our school community together. During the
morning, one of the nurses
who works for the Macmil-

CHILDREN at St George’s
all jumped at the opportunity to take part in the
coffee morning.
Pupils staged a host of
events which the whole
school and community
could enjoy.
Anna Davidson enjoyed
her cakes and biscuits. She

lan charity came to share
our coffee and cakes. We
were able to talk to her
about the importance of the
charity. She explained that
she has worked for Macmillan for four years and appreciates the hard work we
were doing.
We look forward to inviting a representative from
Macmillan to receive the
generous money raised
from our school and community in the very near
future.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
Above, the raffle prizes
on offer. The tickets
were selling like hot
cakes. Above right,
Lucy Mayou from
Macmillan talks to Jay
Phillips, of Year Five.
Right, the guess the
bear’s name competition, designed by Cordelia Capovila, raised
lots of money
BRETT BROOK/ TIA BROWN/
TYLER SHEPERD

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS The cakes were kindly made by children and parents of St
George’s
JACOB HORNSBY

said: “We are having a
lovely time and it’s always
good to have fundraising
money for a good cause.”
Everyone had lots of fun
and everyone helped at the
coffee morning as much as
they possibly could. Everyone raised an astounding
£650.
Charly Pavett, 10, said:
“It’s a very good way to
raise money because it’s

fun and you get to meet lots
of new people along the
way.”
Charly’s nana, Beryl
Pavett, said: “It’s a wonderful coffee morning. I’m
glad I came and it’s for a
wonderful cause.”
Volunteer Sheila Burns
said: “It’s a wonderful way
for children to help to raise
funds for the Macmillan
charity.”
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Friendly school shows
ST George’s C of E Primary
School is like no other
school in Barrow – it has the
Xtra Factor!

The school is a buzzing hive of
activity and behind the gleaming
front door hides some treasures
that we can share with you.
Our primary school offers
learning to nursery (age two to
three) up to Year Six (age 10 to 11)
and each year the children face
new challenges and fantastic
opportunities to shine.
The school is a state of the art;
purpose-designed building, and
opened on September 5, 2011. New
and original parts of the school are
now joined together to create
warm, welcoming and amazing
learning classrooms.
At the front of the school there is
a community room that is used for
learning, but it can also be used by
the community. If you need a quiet
space, you could visit our
beautiful prayer room or spend
time in our snug. We have
interactive smart boards in each
of our classrooms and learning
spaces. These are great because
our teachers can make our
learning fun and interactive.
Around school we can choose to
use laptops, iPads and cameras.
At St George’s, expectations are
always high, and the teachers
make sure they are doing the best
for us all the time. We try our
hardest to get to the highest level
we can reach.
St George’s is a friendly place,
offering new chances to show our
talent in almost every way. The

SUPPORT Above,
Sue
Craig,
St
George’s C of E
Primary School assistant headteacher and aunt of X
Factor finalist Jay
James
Picton,
right, cheers the
singer with pupils
children can play freely outdoors
on our wide-spaced playground
and, if they want to show their
sport skills, they can play on our
vast muga pitch.
For school trips and outside
activities, the children are transported by our own St George’s
mini bus. Our school well and

truly has the Xtra Factor, for the
Evening Mail is working alongside the Year Six pupils to make
their own eight-page independent
newspaper – we are the very first
primary school to do this!
Added to that, the pupils have
been getting behind X Factor live
finalist Jay James Picton whose

aunt, Sue Craig, is the assistant
headteacher of the school. The
youngsters have made Jay James
banners and they have been listening to recordings of him singing.
At the school there is almost
always a regular competition
going on, whether it’s maths,
literacy, art or a talent show.

The children are eager to
demonstrate their skills, meaning
they have new opportunities to
show their talent outside the
curriculum. We have a close
community working with the PTA
and regularly support local and
national charities. Our most
recent event was a Macmillan
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Events

Outdoor experiences among highlights
By ST GEORGE’S C OF
E PRIMARY SCHOOL’S
MEDIA TEAM
office@stgeorges.
cumbria.sch.uk

ST George’s C of E
Primary School gives
you great opportunities for competitions
and trips that cover
sport, drama and outdoor learning.
At the end of last
term, we hosted our
own
World
Cup.
Teams were named
after the countries
that entered the World
Cup. Lots of the children
enjoyed
the
event and the children
who won received a
small trophy which
they adored.
Aidan Herron was
in the winning team
and said it was an exciting final, with Mexico playing Brazil.
Brazil won the cup by
winning 2-0.
Also last year, St
George’s entered the
Ulverston music festival. They sang two
songs from Matilda
the Musical. The first
was Revolting Children and the second
was When I Grow Up.
They worked so hard
and won third place
out of many other
children. Chloe Sim
said that she was
really nervous, but
when they got on

stage the group sang
their hearts out.
St George’s enter
lots of sports competitions, including netball, tennis, gymnastics, football, golf,
cross country, athletics competitions and
more. We love joining
in these events – win
or lose we are great
team players.
They perform plays
and dance routines
and sometimes talent
shows. The staff also
love to get involved
and often surprise the
children at the end of
shows with their own
song and dance! How
many other schools
see their headteacher
and staff dress up and
dance around to entertain the school?
We try to get out of
school as often as possible to enhance the
children’s
learning
and give experiences
that they can use to
help their learning.
Mrs Higgins said
that as a school, we
are always complimented on the children’s
behaviour
when they are taken
out of school.
She continued to say
that it gave her great
pleasure and pride to
see how polite and
considerate the children are in and out of
school.

APPRECIATED St George’s C of E Primary School
headteacher Elaine Kent wins the Teacher of the Year
award at the 2012 Love Barrow Community Awards

Headteacher ‘most joyful
person you could meet’
nursery through to Year
Six. The main trips we look
forward to are the Year Five
office@stgeorges.cumbria.sch.uk
trip to London and the Year
WE are the headboy and Six trip to Water Park.
Every teacher has a
headgirl of St George’s C of
E Primary School and we different subject they enjoy
would like to tell you about the most. The teachers are
all lovable and kind,
our fabulous school.
In our school we do lots of especially our headteacher.
activities in and out of She is the most joyful
school – for example, person you could meet. She
gymnastics competitions, does everything she can do
football matches and our to improve our school.
On Friday afternoon we
new exciting partnership
between Year Six and the have a good work assembly
where we give out certificEvening Mail.
and
achievement
We are also involved with ates
the church. We host Christ- awards to all the hard
mas, harvest and Mother’s working pupils – and
Day services at the church, sometimes teachers too.
which is ggjgjgjgjghhh
just across the
Please enjoy our website
road. In our school we go on at
http://www.stgeorges
many fantastic trips from .cumbria.sch.uk.
By headboy BEN HILL and
headgirl FELICIA MORGAN

why it has Xtra Factor

coffee morning, baking and
serving treats. This was a major
success, raising £650 for the
Macmillan nurses.
If you and your child are booklovers, this would be the school for
you. We love dressing up on World
Book Day, including staff, and the
school is jam-packed full of books

of every sort. The main hub of the
school houses a bright, welcoming
library, holding many childfriendly books. We always have an
after school curriculum, which
provides extra chances for the
children to shine, such as drama,
Glee (a singing, dancing and
performing club) and a choir.

There are more clubs but the
singing, dancing, performing and
“arts” clubs are most popular. For
children to learn about the
creatures of the world, we usually
have visits of exotic and English
wildlife, and visit Dalton zoo for a
special lecture about certain types
of animals, mostly penguins.

‘It’s a pleasure to work here’
MRS BURNS said: “It’s an excellent school with kind, caring teaching
staff and super facilities to encourage children to learn.”
MRS CRAIG said: “It’s a fabulous school with a brilliant staff team. The
children are an amazing team too, very caring. I am incredibly proud to
work here – we are a huge family.”
MRS STURGEON said: “I am very proud of everybody in the school.
It’s a pleasure to work here and to be with all of the children.”

